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Contrast agents have served an essential role in the
development and clinical translation of magnetic
resonance imaging (MRI) during the last 40 years. The
first agents developed in the 1980s were designed to
change the MR image contrast to identify anatomical
features, such as solid tumors that had enhanced the
uptake of nonspecific tracers. These agents are still
commonly used for qualitative assessments of many
clinical pathologies. These nonspecific tracer agents
began to be temporally monitored in the 1990s as an
agent was intravenously injected, then flowed through
the vasculature and eventually permeated into the
tissue of interest, such as a kidney or tumor.
Semiquantitative and quantitative evaluations of the
pharmacokinetics of these agents provided functional
information, especially for studies in cardiology and
oncology.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Because of your expertise in the field of drug sciences, I
kindly invite you to consider publishing your current
work, in the form of a research article or a review, in the
open access electronic journal Pharmaceuticals.
Pharmaceuticals is characterized by an active editorial
board and a dynamic editorial staff. Manuscripts are
peer-reviewed and a final decision is provided to
authors within 4–6 weeks after submission. Papers are
published on the web immediately after acceptance. For
details on the submission process or any other matter,
please do not hesitate to contact us.
We hope to handle your contribution to Pharmaceuticals
soon.
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