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Secondary metabolites, so-called because they are not
involved in basic vital functions, are organic compounds
produced by bacteria, fungi and plants whose main
function is to mediate interactions between plant and
animal ecosystems, in addition to playing a role in
defense against external attack (e.g., protecting plants
against herbivores). Secondary metabolites of plant
origin are widely used in the aromatic, medical and
pharmaceutical sectors. Indeed, the extensive
pharmacological effects of medicinal plants depend
primarily on their phytochemical constituents. Generally,
the secondary metabolites extracted from plants are
complex mixtures of compounds classified according to
their chemical structures. Since plant chemistry
underlies the therapeutic use of herbs, a good
understanding of the plant’s chemical composition is
essential for a better understanding of the possible
medicinal value of the plant itself.  Chromatographic
analysis, including liquid and/or gas, and mass
spectrometry are suitable and robust techniques for the
separation and identification of secondary metabolites
including various classes of compounds.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Because of your expertise in the field of drug sciences, I
kindly invite you to consider publishing your current
work, in the form of a research article or a review, in the
open access electronic journal Pharmaceuticals.
Pharmaceuticals is characterized by an active editorial
board and a dynamic editorial staff. Manuscripts are
peer-reviewed and a final decision is provided to
authors within 4–6 weeks after submission. Papers are
published on the web immediately after acceptance. For
details on the submission process or any other matter,
please do not hesitate to contact us.
We hope to handle your contribution to Pharmaceuticals
soon.
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