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Message from the Guest Editor

Dear Colleagues,

A!er 60 years with warfarin and heparins as the only
commonly used anticoagulants, the past 20 years have
provided an impressive row of new agents. Low-molecular-
weight heparins resulted in the first change of paradigm by
enabling outpatient care of many patients with venous
thromboembolism. The next shi! should be the obviated
need for routine laboratory monitoring and frequent dose
adjustments of the oral anticoagulant. The purpose of this
special issue is to assess the current status of the array of
new anticoagulants at advanced stages of clinical trials.
There are, however, still hurdles on the way, for example
the question of reversal of such agents in emergency
situations and how the higher cost of any new drug can be
justified to the payers in view of the very inexpensive
vitamin K antagonists, keeping in mind the considerable
management costs associated with the latter.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Because of your expertise in the field of drug sciences, I
kindly invite you to consider publishing your current work,
in the form of a research article or a review, in the open
access electronic journal Pharmaceuticals.

Pharmaceuticals is characterized by an active editorial
board and a dynamic editorial staff. Manuscripts are peer-
reviewed and a final decision is provided to authors within
4–6 weeks a!er submission. Papers are published on the
web immediately a!er acceptance. For details on the
submission process or any other matter, please do not
hesitate to contact us.

We hope to handle your contribution to Pharmaceuticals
soon.
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