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Message from the Guest Editors

For decades, peptides have been utilized as therapeutic
agents. There are currently approximately 80 peptide-
based drugs on the global market with over 150 peptides in
clinical development. Peptides as therapeutics offer
several benefits over traditional small molecules, including
high specificity, good efficacy, and good safety profiles.
These features are tempered by generally lower membrane
permeability, shorter half-life, and lower metabolic stability
compared to small molecules. However, the use of a cyclic
peptide scaffold provides a proven pathway for
overcoming these limitations. In recent years, the
application of cyclic peptides as therapeutics and novel
probes has continued to advance. For example, the
development of combinatorial synthesis techniques as well
as display (e.g., phage, DNA, mRNA) libraries has
exponentially increased the number and breadth of cyclic
peptides available to screen in early drug discovery
campaigns.

In this Special Issue, authors are invited to submit original
research and review articles highlighting recent trends in
cyclic peptides as novel tools and potential therapeutic
agents.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Amélia Pilar Rauter
Departamento de Química e
Bioquímica (DQB) e Centro de
Química Estrutural (CQE),
Institute of Molecular Sciences,
Faculdade de Ciências,
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Because of your expertise in the field of drug sciences, I
kindly invite you to consider publishing your current work,
in the form of a research article or a review, in the open
access electronic journal Pharmaceuticals.

Pharmaceuticals is characterized by an active editorial
board and a dynamic editorial staff. Manuscripts are peer-
reviewed and a final decision is provided to authors within
4–6 weeks aDer submission. Papers are published on the
web immediately aDer acceptance. For details on the
submission process or any other matter, please do not
hesitate to contact us.

We hope to handle your contribution to Pharmaceuticals
soon.
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