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Message from the Guest Editor

Amid today’s global turmoil, the “return of geopolitics”
has become a frequent theme, often paired with
concerns about the decline of the “liberal international
order.” Yet this order has long been criticized for weak
respect for local ownership and its potentially “neo-
colonial” character. If the West-led liberal international
order is declining because of these flaws, its demise
may not necessarily be regrettable. This does not mean,
however, that the “return of geopolitics” should be
welcomed. Rather, if this reflects today’s reality, we must
seek new visions of peace that take this condition
seriously. This Special Issue invites contributions that
explore the prospects for peace in the 21st century
through the lens of the “return of geopolitics.” Diverse
approaches are welcome, provided they engage with
geopolitical realities. Papers may examine how
geopolitical theories inform new frameworks of peace,
analyze contemporary geopolitical conditions to identify
pathways toward peace, or critically assess the limits of
anti-geopolitical approaches, such as liberal
peacebuilding theory, to develop more realistic visions
of sustainable peace. Global views welcome!
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

The times we live in call for meaningful dialogue and
action toward peace. From global conflicts and political
violence to the spread of hate speech and online
incivility, advancing knowledge that contributes to
lasting peace has never been more urgent. Peace
Studies offers an inclusive platform for diverse
perspectives, welcoming empirical research, critical
essays, and reviews that spark innovative thinking and
data-driven solutions. Guided by a distinguished
international Editorial Board, the journal is committed to
excellence, integrity, and global collaboration. On behalf
of the Editorial Office, we extend a warm welcome to all
potential contributors and readers of Peace Studies—
join us in shaping a more peaceful future.
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