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Among pathogens, plant viruses are economically
important because they are responsible for more than
half of the emerging infectious diseases in plants. Plant
viruses are a continuous threat to agricultural crops and
cause significant economic losses in crop yields
worldwide. Therefore, it is important to understand the
plant virus ecology and etiology before effective
management strategies can be developed to minimize
yield losses in specific agricultural crops. Additionally,
understanding the interactions of plant virus diseases
with their hosts (including alternate hosts), vectors, and
mechanisms of transmission, prevalence, and sources
of inoculum are vital to the management of plant virus
diseases. Multiple yearly surveys and field-oriented
studies and data to substantiate the above information
on plant virus diseases are highly encouraged. In this
Special Issue, we welcome researchers to submit a
manuscript (original research articles, reviewers,
opinions, short communications) that focuses on the
ecology and etiology of plant virus diseases in
agricultural crops including cereals, legumes, tuber
crops, vegetables, fruit, and also weeds.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The worldwide impact of infectious disease is
incalculable. The consequences for human health in
terms of morbidity and mortality are obvious and vast
but, when infections of animals and plants are also taken
into account, it is hard to imagine any other disease that
has such a significant impact on our lives—on healthcare
systems, on agriculture and on world economics.
Pathogens is proud to continue to serve the
international community by publishing high quality
studies that further our understanding of infection and
have meaningful consequences for disease
intervention.
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