
Special Issue
A Disease with Dual Impacts:
Leptospirosis in Humans and
Livestock
Message from the Guest Editors
Leptospirosis is a zoonosis with dual impacts on people
and their livestock. Leptospirosis is a preventable
infectious disease, but efforts to prevent leptospirosis
infection in rural areas of many countries are hampered
by lack of evidence as to the burden of disease in
humans and animals, and from incomplete
understanding of the epidemiology of human
leptospirosis, including the role of livestock as a source
of transmission. This Special Issue of Pathogens aims to
bring together articles that enhance our understanding
of the intersection between livestock and human
leptospirosis and point the way to prevention strategies,
particularly in high-incidence countries. We seek original
articles that investigate:
- Leptospirosis epidemiology in humans;
- Leptospirosis epidemiology in livestock;
- The role of wildlife in transmitting Leptospira to

humans or livestock;
- The health effects and outcomes in humans or

livestock.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The worldwide impact of infectious disease is
incalculable. The consequences for human health in
terms of morbidity and mortality are obvious and vast
but, when infections of animals and plants are also taken
into account, it is hard to imagine any other disease that
has such a significant impact on our lives—on healthcare
systems, on agriculture and on world economics.
Pathogens is proud to continue to serve the
international community by publishing high quality
studies that further our understanding of infection and
have meaningful consequences for disease
intervention.
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