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Human papillomavirus (HPV) causes a range of diseases
from benign anogenital warts to anogenital cancers,
particularly cervical cancer. HPV was first discovered to
cause cervical cancer in the 1980s, and since then,
there have been several major scientific breakthroughs
that have led to the development and implementation of
highly effective prophylactic HPV vaccines, cervical
cancer screening programs, and treatment of cervical
lesions. These important discoveries build upon key
basic science research and technological advancement
that has enabled novel discoveries within HPV research.
In 2018, the Director-General of the World Health
Organization made a pledge to eliminate cervical cancer
as a public health problem within the next century and
outlined a strategy encompassing HPV vaccination,
screening, and treatment. This Special Issue aims to
present the latest research into HPV in the hope that it
will contribute new knowledge to the field as well as
ultimately aid in achieving the cervical cancer
elimination goal.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The worldwide impact of infectious disease is
incalculable. The consequences for human health in
terms of morbidity and mortality are obvious and vast
but, when infections of animals and plants are also taken
into account, it is hard to imagine any other disease that
has such a significant impact on our lives—on healthcare
systems, on agriculture and on world economics.
Pathogens is proud to continue to serve the
international community by publishing high quality
studies that further our understanding of infection and
have meaningful consequences for disease
intervention.
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