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Blood culture negative endocarditis (BCNE) is a
challenge for clinicians and microbiologists because its
management is difficult and can be associated with a
higher risk of valvular destruction and mortality than
endocarditis with documented microorganisms. BCNE
still remains in a variable percentage of patients
depending on geographical and socioeconomic factors. 
The development of molecular assays and other
techniques has improved the number of patients with
documented agents causing endocarditis. In this
Special Issue, we encourage researchers to share their
experience in this interesting and changing topic.
Increasing the knowledge of endocarditis due to
fastidious microorganisms and emerging ones is
necessary for improving the diagnoses and prognosis of
this condition. 
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The worldwide impact of infectious disease is
incalculable. The consequences for human health in
terms of morbidity and mortality are obvious and vast
but, when infections of animals and plants are also taken
into account, it is hard to imagine any other disease that
has such a significant impact on our lives—on healthcare
systems, on agriculture and on world economics.
Pathogens is proud to continue to serve the
international community by publishing high quality
studies that further our understanding of infection and
have meaningful consequences for disease
intervention.
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