
Special Issue
Molecular Epidemiology of
Zoonotic Bacterial Pathogens
Message from the Guest Editor
  Zoonotic diseases are diseases transmitted between
humans and animals. Roughly, more than 60% of
human pathogens are zoonotic in nature, and most are
bacterial infections. The ever-growing demand for food
from animal origin, e.g., meat and dairy products, leads
to the intensification of livestock farming and global
trade of live animals and animal products, promoting the
spread of potential zoonotic bacteria worldwide. This
Special Issue will focus on the molecular epidemiology
of zoonotic bacteria, with emphasis on studies
describing the use of molecular tools to track, study, or
monitor zoonotic bacteria within animal populations,
humans, and between animals and humans, but also
studies aiming to understand the transmission,
population structure, and evolution of zoonotic bacterial
pathogens. Studies describing the application or
validation of new methodologies in this area are also
welcome. Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) is currently
one of the major challenges to human and animal health
worldwide. Studies on the epidemiology of AMR in
zoonotic bacteria are also within the scope of the issue.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The worldwide impact of infectious disease is
incalculable. The consequences for human health in
terms of morbidity and mortality are obvious and vast
but, when infections of animals and plants are also taken
into account, it is hard to imagine any other disease that
has such a significant impact on our lives—on healthcare
systems, on agriculture and on world economics.
Pathogens is proud to continue to serve the
international community by publishing high quality
studies that further our understanding of infection and
have meaningful consequences for disease
intervention.
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