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Tuberculosis (TB) caused by the Mycobacterium
tuberculosis (Mtb) complex remains one of the most
prevalent and deadly infectious diseases, responsible
for 10 million cases and 1.45 million deaths worldwide in
2018. After a primary infection stage, in most subjects,
Mtb persists in the macrophages, thus, escaping the
host immune system, a condition known as latent
tuberculosis (LTBI). Therefore, a better understanding of
the mechanisms leading to the development of the
disease is urgently needed to develop efficient
strategies against TB. For this Special Issue of
Pathogens, authors are invited to submit an original
research article or a review focusing on new insights of
the host–pathogen interactions in Mtb infections and
how they would translate to the clinical setting to enable
improved management of TB patients.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The worldwide impact of infectious disease is
incalculable. The consequences for human health in
terms of morbidity and mortality are obvious and vast
but, when infections of animals and plants are also taken
into account, it is hard to imagine any other disease that
has such a significant impact on our lives—on healthcare
systems, on agriculture and on world economics.
Pathogens is proud to continue to serve the
international community by publishing high quality
studies that further our understanding of infection and
have meaningful consequences for disease
intervention.
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