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Influenza viruses are a significant health burden to both
human and animal populations worldwide. In humans,
influenza viruses continue to cause significant morbidity
and mortality annually. Influenza viruses are categorized
into four subtypes (influenza A–D) and are able to infect
a wide host range from aquatic animals, to poultry,
horses, swine, and humans, among other species. In
humans, influenza viruses cause seasonal epidemics,
which cause up to 650,000 deaths annually, and
pandemics, of which there have been four in the last
century, which have resulted in tens of millions of deaths
in the past. There is a continual threat of future influenza
pandemics, most likely from influenza viruses crossing
the species barrier, leading to novel, antigenically
distinct strains. This Special Issue will focus on
advances in influenza virus research, collating multi-
disciplinary studies to give a global overview on the
current state of influenza virus research and
highlighting, going forward, key areas that require
additional research.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The worldwide impact of infectious disease is
incalculable. The consequences for human health in
terms of morbidity and mortality are obvious and vast
but, when infections of animals and plants are also taken
into account, it is hard to imagine any other disease that
has such a significant impact on our lives—on healthcare
systems, on agriculture and on world economics.
Pathogens is proud to continue to serve the
international community by publishing high quality
studies that further our understanding of infection and
have meaningful consequences for disease
intervention.
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