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Host leukocytes provide defense against influenza virus
and respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) infection. Such cells
are not the desired targets of the viruses, but they may
become infected during the development and exercise
of their immune response. Both monocytes–
macrophages and lymphocytes can become infected by
both influenza and RSV, potentially affecting their
responses and the outcomes of the infection. This
Special Issue of Pathogens seeks the submission of
reports of original scientific studies and pertinent
reviews regarding the immunopathogenesis of these
respiratory viral infections, especially submissions
addressing the infection of leukocytes by these viruses
during the immune response, and the role of such
events in the pathogenesis of the infection. 
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The worldwide impact of infectious disease is
incalculable. The consequences for human health in
terms of morbidity and mortality are obvious and vast
but, when infections of animals and plants are also taken
into account, it is hard to imagine any other disease that
has such a significant impact on our lives—on healthcare
systems, on agriculture and on world economics.
Pathogens is proud to continue to serve the
international community by publishing high quality
studies that further our understanding of infection and
have meaningful consequences for disease
intervention.
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