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Infectious diseases are caused by microorganisms
(protozoa, bacteria, helminths, fungi and virus) with a
complex life cycle that sometimes involves more than
one host. They present significant morbidity and
mortality rates that can impact the life expectancy of
humans and animals. Although they can be present in
several parts of the world, they are prevalent in South
America, Central America, Africa and Asia. The most
affected populations are those with lower purchasing
power and those in precarious sanitary conditions.
Although some have already been described hundreds
of years ago, for most of them, there are no effective

chemotherapeutics. Thus, the search for new molecules

that can eliminate or alleviate this scourge of mostly
poor populations is urgent and necessary. The purpose
of this Special Issue is to bring together original
research articles, reviews and case reports on
molecules with chemotherapeutic potential for the
treatment of infectious diseases. Thus, we are
interested in works about new natural or synthetic
molecules or even molecules that are already known
and used in other situations that can be repositioned.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

The worldwide impact of infectious disease is
incalculable. The consequences for human health in
terms of morbidity and mortality are obvious and vast
but, when infections of animals and plants are also taken
into account, it is hard to imagine any other disease that
has such a significant impact on our lives—on healthcare
systems, on agriculture and on world economics.
Pathogens is proud to continue to serve the
international community by publishing high quality
studies that further our understanding of infection and
have meaningful consequences for disease
intervention.
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