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Message from the Guest Editors

Dear Colleagues,

The pathogen reduction technologies (PRTs) were
introduced with the aim of reducing the risk of infection
transmission through blood and blood-component
transfusion because of their ability to inactivate nucleic
acids and prevent pathogen replication.

The introduction of PRTs into transfusion practice can
contribute to reducing the risk of post-transfusion
infections and, therefore, to achieving higher safety
standards.

The blood component qualification involves screening,
through highly sensitive and specific tests, for known
pathogens that are transmissible through transfusion, such
as hepatitis C virus (HCV), human immunodeficiency virus
(HIV), hepatitis B virus (HBV) and Treponema pallidum. This
made it possible to significantly reduce the risk of
transfusion and to ensure the safety of blood components.

We would like to invite our colleagues in science to submit
original research and review articles that provide
interesting insights and news.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Lawrence S. Young
Warwick Medical School,
University of Warwick, Coventry
CV4 7AL, UK

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

The worldwide impact of infectious disease is incalculable.
The consequences for human health in terms of morbidity
and mortality are obvious and vast but, when infections of
animals and plants are also taken into account, it is hard to
imagine any other disease that has such a significant
impact on our lives—on healthcare systems, on agriculture
and on world economics. Pathogens is proud to continue
to serve the international community by publishing high
quality studies that further our understanding of infection
and have meaningful consequences for disease
intervention.
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