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Message from the Guest Editors

This Special Issue of Molecules is dedicated to Prof. Dr.
Erik De Clercq on the occasion of his 80th anniversary.
Professors Libor Grubhoffer and Masanori Baba, along
with the Editors of Molecules, invite scientists to join us
in celebrating Prof. Dr. Erik De Clercq’s exceptional
achievements by contributing original research articles
as well as reviews. Prof. De Clercq holds an Honorary
Doctorate from the Universities of Ghent, Athens,
Ferrara, Shandong, Prague (Charles), Ceske Budé&jovice,
Tours, and Hull and is an honorary citizen of the town of
Hamme (Belgium). He was named inventor of the year in
2008 (EVU), and Laureate of the Dr. Paul Janssen Prize in
2010. He is best known for his co-invention (together
with Dr. Antonin Holy) of the anti-HIV drug, tenofovir.
Prof. De Clercq has taught courses in Microbiology
(Virology) and Biochemistry at KU Leuven and KU
Leuven Campus Kortrijk. Since 2006, he has been
serving as Emeritus Professor at the KU Leuven, but has
continued teaching, since 2007 until today.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

As the premier open access journal dedicated to
molecular chemistry, now in its 29th year of publication,
the papers published in Molecules span from classical
synthetic methodology to natural product isolation and
characterization, as well as physicochemical studies
and the applications of these molecules as
pharmaceuticals, catalysts, and novel materials.
Pushing the boundaries of the discipline, we invite
papers on all major fields of molecular chemistry and
multidisciplinary topics bridging chemistry with biology,
physics, and materials science, as well as timely reviews
and topical issues on cutting-edge fields in all of these
areas.

Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Thomas J. Schmidt
Institute of Pharmaceutical Biology and Phytochemistry, University of
Miinster, Corrensstrasse 48, D-48149 Miinster, Germany

Author Benefits

High Visibility:

indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), PubMed,
MEDLINE, PMC, Reaxys, CaPlus / SciFinder, MarinLit,
AGRIS, and other databases.

Journal Rank:

JCR - Q2 (Biochemistry and Molecular Biology) / CiteScore
- Q1 (Organic Chemistry)

Rapid Publication:

manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 16.1 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.6
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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