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The 2016 TU YOUYOU AWARD has been awarded to Dr. KENNETH A. JACOB-
SON, of the Laboratory of Bioorganic Chemistry (LBC) at the National Institute 
of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases (NIDDK); part of the National 
Institutes of Health in Bethesda, MD, USA. As the awardee, Dr. Jacobsen will 
receive an honorarium of 3000 CHF and an engraved plaque.

Described by his peers as a world-leading medicinal chemist, who has pro-
duced a remarkable number of selective agonists and antagonists, as well as 
radioligands and photoaffinity labels for both P1 (adenosine) and P2Y (ATP, 
UTP and UDP) G protein-coupled receptor (GPCR) subtypes, new drugs dis-
covered by his team are currently being developed not only for therapeutic ap-
plications, for example cancer and autoimmune inflammatory diseases, such 
as rheumatoid arthritis and psoriasis, but also for important unmet medical 
needs, such as chronic neuropathic pain, which affects a large fraction of the 
population. In addition, over three dozen chemical probes introduced by the 
Jacobson lab are available commercially as research tools and are used widely 
for the study of purine receptors, other GPCRs and ion channels.
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