
Special Issue
Marek’s Disease Virus
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Dear colleagues, Marek’s disease virus (MDV) is a highly
oncogenic alphaherpesvirus of chickens and an
enormous burden to poultry production worldwide.
Despite the control of losses due to Marek’s disease
through the widespread use of vaccines, MDV remains a
major threat to chickens and field strains have
increased in virulence over the past decades. MDV
research has led to a profound increase in knowledge of
virus-induced pathogenesis and tumor development.
However, a more detailed and mechanistic
understanding of viral and host factors that contribute to
virus replication and pathogenesis, as well as the
development of new vaccines and antiviral strategies,
are needed to better protect chickens from this deadly
disease in the future. This Special Issue will publish
manuscripts that provide deeper insights into important
aspects of MDV infection, lytic replication, latency,
pathogenesis, and immune system interactions, as well
as a greater understanding of the evolution of increased
virulence of MDV field strains. We’re looking forward to
your contributions!
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
"Microorganism" merges the idea of the very small with
the idea of the evolving reproducing organism is a
unifying principle for the discipline of microbiology. Our
journal recognizes the broadly diverse yet connected
nature of microorganisms and provides an advanced
publishing forum for original articles from scientists
involved in high-quality basic and applied research on
any prokaryotic or eukaryotic microorganism, and for
research on the ecology, genomics and evolution of
microbial communities as well as that exploring cultured
microorganisms in the laboratory.
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Author Benefits

High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), PubMed,
PMC, PubAg, CAPlus / SciFinder, AGRIS, and other
databases.

Journal Rank:
JCR - Q2 (Microbiology) / CiteScore - Q1 (Microbiology
(medical))

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 15.2 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.9
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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