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- mechanisms underlying the antimicrobial tolerance of
biofilm communities;

- mechanisms in which bacterial biofilms evade,

dampen, or actively counterattack the host immune

response;

definition of clinical indicators for biofilm formation

(i.e., failure of appropriate antibiotic treatment,

recalcitrance to appropriate antibiotic treatment,

recurrence of delayed healing on cessation of

antibiotic treatment, and unresponsiveness to

antimicrobial therapy);

in vitro predictors of biofilm formation and therapeutic

outcomes for biofilm-related infections;

- non-device-related chronic biofilm disease;
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classic (antibiotic treatment) and alternative
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infections;

evaluation of the clinical impact of biofilm formation in

human and animal studies;

- standardization of in vitro and in vivo models that allow
for biofilm formation under environmental conditions
similar to the infection site.
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