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Message from the Guest Editors

Tuberculosis (TB) is the leading cause of death worldwide
from a single infectious agent and is one of the top ten
causes of death overall, causing an estimated 10 million
infections and 1.4 million deaths in 2019.

In recent years, molecular techniques such as GeneXpert
and Whole Genome Sequencing have led to improvements
in diagnostic efficiency, contact tracing, and resistance
testing and contributed to our understanding of key
aspects of the organism, such as transmission and
virulence. Furthermore, novel therapeutic agents provide
more options for treatment of Multi-Drug Resistant
Tuberculosis (MDR-TB), and injectable free regimens may
in future improve compliance and cure rates.

At a time when progress in the fight against TB is being
threatened by the global COVID-19 pandemic, it is
important to focus on bold technological improvements
such as improved vaccines, point-of-care diagnostic
testing, treatment for latent TB, and shorter treatment
regimens for active TB. For this Special Issue, we invite
contributions on all aspects of the development of
tuberculosis diagnostics and therapeutics.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Dr. Nico Jehmlich "Microorganism" merges the idea of the very small with the
Department of Molecular idea of the evolving reproducing organism is a unifying

Toxicology, UFZ-Helmholtz principle for the discipline of microbiology. Our journal
Centre for Environmental

Research, 04318 Leipzig, recognizes the broadly diverse yet connected nature of

Germany microorganisms and provides an advanced publishing
forum for original articles from scientists involved in high-
quality basic and applied research on any prokaryotic or
eukaryotic microorganism, and for research on the
ecology, genomics and evolution of microbial communities
as well as that exploring cultured microorganisms in the
laboratory.
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