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Message from the Guest Editor

Dear Colleagues, SARS-CoV-2 variants are currently
classified as variants of interest (VOI) or variants of concern
(VOC). A variant is considered a VOI when it has mutations
that are suspected or known to cause significant changes
and it is circulating widely. The World Health Organization
continuously monitors the VOIs in case they spread more
easily, cause more severe disease, escape the body’s
immune response regarding natural defense mechanisms
or vaccines. Several VOCs have been detected, including
the Alpha variant (B.1.1.7) first identified in the UK, Beta
variant (B.1.351) in South Africa, Gamma variant
(P.1/B.1.1.28.1) in Brazil, Delta variant (B.1.617.2) in India
and more recently the Omicron variant (B.1.1.529) in South
Africa in November 2021. From this perspective, we are
pleased to invite you to present submissions on the topic,
“Frontier Research in SARS-CoV-2 Infection and Variants“,
which deserves a Special Issue in Microorganisms. 
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

"Microorganism" merges the idea of the very small with the
idea of the evolving reproducing organism is a unifying
principle for the discipline of microbiology. Our journal
recognizes the broadly diverse yet connected nature of
microorganisms and provides an advanced publishing
forum for original articles from scientists involved in high-
quality basic and applied research on any prokaryotic or
eukaryotic microorganism, and for research on the
ecology, genomics and evolution of microbial communities
as well as that exploring cultured microorganisms in the
laboratory.
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