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Message from the Guest Editor

The range of human neurodegenerative diseases
continues to pose significant unmet medical needs for
societies around the world. There are no cures for many
conditions and it is clear that treatments applied as early
as possible could greatly improve outcomes for
patients. Therefore, new disease classification and
diagnostic tools should be a key priority. Metabolomics
represents a relatively new field of analytical science
which can be extremely useful in the early diagnosis of
disease. The relatively unique feature of metabolites is
that they sit at the intersection between the genetic
background of an organism and its environment. Since
many neurodegenerative diseases are not genetically
inherited (instead having range of known genetic risk
factors and also a large number of unknown
environmental triggers) metabolomics offers great
promise for the discovery of new, biologically, and
clinically relevant biomarkers for neurodegenerative
disorders. It is already bringing forward new knowledge
in terms of the mechanisms of neurodegenerative
disease.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

The metabolome is the result of the combined effects of
genetic and environmental influences on metabolic
processes. Metabolomic studies can provide a global
view of metabolism and thereby improve our
understanding of the underlying biology. Advances in
metabolomic technologies have shown utility for
elucidating mechanisms which underlie fundamental
biological processes including disease pathology.
Metabolites is proud to be part of the development of
metabolomics and we look forward to working with many
of you to publish high quality metabolomic studies.
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