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Solid surfaces, possessing the ability to remove or
eliminate dirt or microbial contaminations without the
need for direct human intervention, have been studied
intensively in the last few decades. The areas of
application are numerous: architectural coatings and
materials, textiles, photovoltaic cells, membranes,
hospital surfaces, medical devices, etc. Diverse
approaches have already been tested and translated
into commercial products. Nonetheless, this area of
research is still thriving with new materials, additives,
treatments, technologies, and theoretical insights. The
forthcoming Special Issue aims to report on scientific
and technological advances pertaining to self-cleaning
or antimicrobial surfaces. It is my pleasure to invite you
to submit a manuscript. Fernão D, Magalhães
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Materials (ISSN 1996-1944) was launched in 2008. The
journal covers twenty-five comprehensive topics:
biomaterials, energy materials, advanced composites,
advanced materials characterization, porous materials,
manufacturing processes and systems, advanced
nanomaterials and nanotechnology, smart materials,
thin films and interfaces, catalytic materials, carbon
materials, materials chemistry, materials physics, optics
and photonics, corrosion, construction and building
materials, materials simulation and design, electronic
materials, advanced and functional ceramics and
glasses, metals and alloys, soft matter, polymeric
materials, quantum materials, mechanics of materials,
green materials, general. Materials provides a unique
opportunity to contribute high quality articles and to take
advantage of its large readership.
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