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The last decades witnessed tremendous progress in
nanoscience and nanotechnology. Due to the
development of novel methods of synthesis and
functionalization of various nanoparticles and hybrid
materials based on them, a great number of new
materials became available for sensing applications.
Exigencies regarding the quality of various materials
resulted in a need for highly accurate analytical methods
with low detection limits, in a variety of fields. This
special issue intends to cover some of the recent
advancements in the field of sensors, with an emphasis
on optical sensing with newly developed nanomaterials
such as, for example, graphene and other carbon-based
materials. Advanced sensing methods, for example, by
using microfluidic-integrated nanomaterials are also
part of the topic of this issue. Also, as a benefit for the
authors, readers are more likely to discover work they
might not otherwise encounter. Special Issue research
articles seem to be more frequently cited than regular
ones. I think it is mostly because articles published in
Special Issues are related to the latest research trend. 
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Materials (ISSN 1996-1944) was launched in 2008. The
journal covers twenty-five comprehensive topics:
biomaterials, energy materials, advanced composites,
advanced materials characterization, porous materials,
manufacturing processes and systems, advanced
nanomaterials and nanotechnology, smart materials,
thin films and interfaces, catalytic materials, carbon
materials, materials chemistry, materials physics, optics
and photonics, corrosion, construction and building
materials, materials simulation and design, electronic
materials, advanced and functional ceramics and
glasses, metals and alloys, soft matter, polymeric
materials, quantum materials, mechanics of materials,
green materials, general. Materials provides a unique
opportunity to contribute high quality articles and to take
advantage of its large readership.
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