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Photovoltaic technology is used worldwide to provide
reliable and cost-effective electricity for industrial,
commercial, residential, and community applications.
The average lifetime of PV modules can be expected to
be more than 25 years. The disposal of photovoltaic
modules has emerged as a problem, considering the
still increasing production of PV modules. Recovering
valuable materials, especially pure silicon, from
damaged or end-of-life PV modules can lead to
economic and environmental benefits. The recycling of
solar panels is complicated because of the decades-
long interval between installing and discarding modules,
different production technology, and their geographical
dispersion. Environmental regulations can determine
the cost and complexity of dealing with end-of-life
photovoltaic modules. If they are classified as
hazardous, then special requirements for material
handling, disposal, record-keeping, and reporting will
escalate the cost of module decommissioning.
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Materials (ISSN 1996-1944) was launched in 2008. The
journal covers twenty-five comprehensive topics:
biomaterials, energy materials, advanced composites,
advanced materials characterization, porous materials,
manufacturing processes and systems, advanced
nanomaterials and nanotechnology, smart materials,
thin films and interfaces, catalytic materials, carbon
materials, materials chemistry, materials physics, optics
and photonics, corrosion, construction and building
materials, materials simulation and design, electronic
materials, advanced and functional ceramics and
glasses, metals and alloys, soft matter, polymeric
materials, quantum materials, mechanics of materials,
green materials, general. Materials provides a unique
opportunity to contribute high quality articles and to take
advantage of its large readership.
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