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Natural fibers are obtained directly from nature and can
be divided into plant fibers, animal fibers and mineral
fibers. For a long time, natural fibers have been used to
meet human needs in various areas. The importance of
natural fibers has reduced because of the development
and the use of synthetic fibers. However, the increasing
environmental concerns and the depletion of petroleum
resources have once again increased the importance of
natural fibers and researchers and industries have been
encouraged to use sustainable fibers rather than
traditional synthetic fibers. Besides good mechanical
and physical properties, the low density, considerable
toughness, low cost, recyclability, non-toxicity and easy
availability of natural fibers are also attractive aspects.
These characteristics make natural fibers not only still
play an important role in textile industry, but also are
widely used as reinforced composite products in other
industries such as automotive, construction and
furniture.  Dr. Li 
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Materials (ISSN 1996-1944) was launched in 2008. The
journal covers twenty-five comprehensive topics:
biomaterials, energy materials, advanced composites,
advanced materials characterization, porous materials,
manufacturing processes and systems, advanced
nanomaterials and nanotechnology, smart materials,
thin films and interfaces, catalytic materials, carbon
materials, materials chemistry, materials physics, optics
and photonics, corrosion, construction and building
materials, materials simulation and design, electronic
materials, advanced and functional ceramics and
glasses, metals and alloys, soft matter, polymeric
materials, quantum materials, mechanics of materials,
green materials, general. Materials provides a unique
opportunity to contribute high quality articles and to take
advantage of its large readership.
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