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The laser has long outgrown any doubts regarding its
usefulness. It continues to find new applications driven
by evermore stringent manufacturing needs, and this
has been accompanied by a continuing development of
the laser itself, resulting in new irradiance regimes to be
explored. It seems timely to group together leading
work in the fields of laser material interactions and the
beam delivery techniques that are being developed to
facilitate these many applications. Hence, we wish to
highlight the latest advances in these exciting areas of
applied science and engineering through the
compilation of this Special Issue of Materials.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Materials (ISSN 1996-1944) was launched in 2008. The
journal covers twenty-five comprehensive topics:
biomaterials, energy materials, advanced composites,
advanced materials characterization, porous materials,
manufacturing processes and systems, advanced
nanomaterials and nanotechnology, smart materials,
thin films and interfaces, catalytic materials, carbon
materials, materials chemistry, materials physics, optics
and photonics, corrosion, construction and building
materials, materials simulation and design, electronic
materials, advanced and functional ceramics and
glasses, metals and alloys, soft matter, polymeric
materials, quantum materials, mechanics of materials,
green materials, general. Materials provides a unique
opportunity to contribute high quality articles and to take
advantage of its large readership.
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