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The research on thin film CdTe photovoltaic solar cells
has been re-gaining momentum in recent years, due to
commercial advances made with regard to CdTe
technology. CdTe solar panels are now at parity with
poly-crystalline silicon for performance and cost. The
recent work in this area appears to focus on increasing
absorber carrier density and lifetime, engineering of the
material bandgaps for the enhanced light capture and
optimization of the oxide/telluride buffer layers for the
front/back surface of the CdTe device. This Special
Issue aims to serve an improved understanding of the
key issues with the state-of-the art CdTe solar cells to
enable further advancement of R&D of the CdTe
photovoltaic technology. Not only experimental reports
on the CdTe device performance and scaling-up but
also theoretical papers, particularly on band-alignment
and doping issues, are warmly welcome.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Materials (ISSN 1996-1944) was launched in 2008. The
journal covers twenty-five comprehensive topics:
biomaterials, energy materials, advanced composites,
advanced materials characterization, porous materials,
manufacturing processes and systems, advanced
nanomaterials and nanotechnology, smart materials,
thin films and interfaces, catalytic materials, carbon
materials, materials chemistry, materials physics, optics
and photonics, corrosion, construction and building
materials, materials simulation and design, electronic
materials, advanced and functional ceramics and
glasses, metals and alloys, soft matter, polymeric
materials, quantum materials, mechanics of materials,
green materials, general. Materials provides a unique
opportunity to contribute high quality articles and to take
advantage of its large readership.
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