
Special Issue
Marine Toxins in Non-
traditional Vectors
Message from the Guest Editors
Marine biotoxins are produced naturally by certain
species of algae and bacteria in a wide range of aquatic
environments and can accumulate in marine
invertebrates. Historically, the primary focus has been
upon the presence of toxins in bivalve mollusc shellfish.
More evidence is building, however, for the uptake of
marine toxins into non-bivalve molluscs, such as
gastropods. Other marine phyla have also been
associated with biotoxin presence, including
echinoderms, arthropods, cnidarians, bryazoa and
annelids, nematodes and flatworms. Furthermore, there
are also reports of shellfish toxins being associated with
uptake into fish, impacting animal health. This Special
Issue aims to focus on the interactions of non-bivalve
marine organisms with harmful blooms of algae or
bacteria and the consequent accumulation of biotoxins
in their tissues. There is a growing need to focus not only
on the presence of toxins in a wide range of pelagic and
benthic organisms, but to also assess the impacts these
processes may have on human food safety, animal
health and ecosystem status (e.g., a One Health
perspective). This Special Issue is dedicated to the
memory of Dr Ann Abraham, USFDA.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
During the past few decades there has been an ever
increasing number of novel compounds discovered in
the marine environment. This is exemplified by the
robust preclinical and clinical pipeline that currently
exists for marine natural products. Marine Drugs is
inviting contributions on new advances in marine
biotechnology, pharmacology, chemical ecology,
synthetic biology, and genomics approaches related to
the discovery of therapeutically relevant marine natural
products. Our goal is to share your contribution in a
timely fashion and in a manner that will be valued by the
scientific community.
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