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Chronic inflammation is thought to play critical roles in
the pathogenesis of various intestinal diseases in
humans and animals. Measures to reduce intestinal
dysfunction have focused on dietary inclusion of
antibiotics and/or drugs, frequently with adverse side
effects. In the hunt for alternatives, natural animal- and
plant-derived products offer hope for the discovery of
bioactive molecules or compounds that can alleviate
intestinal disorders. The biological and chemical
diversity in the marine environment represents an
excellent source for isolating bioactive compounds from
microalgae, macroalgae (seaweed), cyanobacteria,
fungi, or small invertebrates, such as sponges and
molluscs. Bioactive compounds like polysaccharides,
polyphenols, diterpenes, steroids, alkaloids, fatty acids,
proteins, and other chemical compounds, isolated from
marine organisms, exhibit potential activity against
intestinal disorders. This proposed Special Issue of
Marine Drugs will cover the entire scope of marine-
derived compounds that are being explored for
gastrointestinal disorders and diseases both in human
and animals.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
During the past few decades there has been an ever
increasing number of novel compounds discovered in
the marine environment. This is exemplified by the
robust preclinical and clinical pipeline that currently
exists for marine natural products. Marine Drugs is
inviting contributions on new advances in marine
biotechnology, pharmacology, chemical ecology,
synthetic biology, and genomics approaches related to
the discovery of therapeutically relevant marine natural
products. Our goal is to share your contribution in a
timely fashion and in a manner that will be valued by the
scientific community.
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