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Since the discovery of the cytarabine derived from the
spongothymidine isolated from the sponge Cryptotethya
crypta in the 1950s, marine invertebrates have been an
amazing source of innovative molecules, particularly in the
field of anti-cancer drugs. Developed in the very first place
to act for the survival of organisms in their environment,
and refined by the evolution and adaptation needs of these
o en sessile and so animals, these compounds are of
unequalled originality. These molecules have most o en
been detected by screening on cellular targets, but the fine
analysis of complex extracts leads to the isolation and
identification of active principles, but also o en to the
isolation of analogues allowing better understanding of the
mode of action of molecules and of the structural patterns
essential to their activity.
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We invite you to submit manuscripts for this Special Issue
for reviews and original research articles describing novel
naturally-occurring molecules and their close derivatives of
anticancer interest, their cellular target, mode of action
and structure-activity relationships, and their in vivo
activities where appropriate.
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During the past few decades there has been an ever
increasing number of novel compounds discovered in the
marine environment. This is exemplified by the robust
preclinical and clinical pipeline that currently exists for
marine natural products. Marine Drugs is inviting
contributions on new advances in marine biotechnology,
pharmacology, chemical ecology, synthetic biology, and
genomics approaches related to the discovery of
therapeutically relevant marine natural products. Our goal
is to share your contribution in a timely fashion and in a
manner that will be valued by the scientific community.
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