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Message from the Guest Editor

The marine environment is one of the most intensively
explored sources of microbial diversity and in recent years
new taxonomic groups of marine actinomycetes have been
described with rich metabolic capacities. The metabolic
diversity within marine actinobacteria is supported by the
exponentially growing genome sequence information
available from public databases. The evidence of a broad
distribution of indigenous actinomycetes in the sea is now
overwhelming as well as the presence of novel strains that
have not yet been cultivated.

Current technology advances and available omics
platforms supporting the development of merging
disciplines in synthetic biology, chemistry and
microbiology are driving the exploration of the broad
microbial and chemical diversities in the marine
environment. All together they are paving the way to
enable the discovery of novel bioactive compounds with
potential applications in a broad range of therapeutic and
biotechnology areas.

This SI aims to cover all most recent advances in the field
of marine actinomycetes natural products research and
how these approaches are contributing to define novel
trends in marine natural products drug discovery.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

During the past few decades there has been an ever
increasing number of novel compounds discovered in the
marine environment. This is exemplified by the robust
preclinical and clinical pipeline that currently exists for
marine natural products. Marine Drugs is inviting
contributions on new advances in marine biotechnology,
pharmacology, chemical ecology, synthetic biology, and
genomics approaches related to the discovery of
therapeutically relevant marine natural products. Our goal
is to share your contribution in a timely fashion and in a
manner that will be valued by the scientific community.
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