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Message from the Guest Editors

Food supply chains are currently facing major global
challenges, including population growth, decrease in
agricultural land, natural resource scarcity, growing impact
of climate change and natural disasters, and food
shortages and waste problems. These issues threaten
various stages of food systems, including supply,
production, planning and consumption. A significant
amount of the world’s population relies on food imports
(especially fresh fruit, vegetables, seafood, etc.), but the
recent COVID-19 pandemic has impacted several
agricultural activities and food trade policies. Moreover,
currently, millions of people lack vital micronutrients and
unfortunately face malnutrition. Thus, sustainability
implementation is more critical than ever for food supply
chains. In particular, the circular economy is reshaping the
linear food supply chains to tackle the problems caused by
massive food waste and growing pre-packaged food
markets.

This issue will blend the existing literature, new
methodologies, decision strategies, and future
recommendations for adoption of sustainable and circular
food systems.
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