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This year, 2023, marks the 44th birthday of womanism.
The term “womanist” was first used by Alice Walker in
her short story “Coming Apart” in 1979. Since then, the
seed of womanism has germinated and grown into a
lush intellectual landscape through the care and tending
of writers, theologians, artists, activists, and scholars.
Besides Alice Walker, countless African American
women writers address interconnected issues of nature
and its intersection with race, gender, sexuality, and
environmental crises. Ecowomanism continues to grow
and draw interest in the twenty-first century in the midst
of the increasing climate crisis and social unrest. The
editors of this Special Issue Xiumei Pu and Melanie
Harris invite interdisciplinary, intersectional, inter-
cultural, and interreligious essays engaging
ecowomanist literature. Questions include, but are not
limited to, what new light can ecowomanism help shed
on the challenges and possibilities of the unfolding
Anthropocene and or what Joanna Macy calls “The
Great Turning” in the 21st century?  How can
ecowomanist literary imagination help envision paths
forward to a more livable and just future?

Guest Editors
Dr. Xiumei Pu
Environmental Studies Department, Westminster College, Salt Lake
City, UT 84105, USA

Prof. Dr. Melanie L. Harris
School of Divinity, Wake Forest University, Winston-Salem, NC 27109,
USA

Deadline for manuscript submissions
closed (1 June 2024)

Literature

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

mdpi.com/si/172573
Literature
Editorial Office
MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel: +41 61 683 77 34
literature@mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/
literature

https://www.mdpi.com/si/172573
https://mdpi.com/journal/literature


Literature

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

mdpi.com/journal/
literature

About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Jerome F. Bump
College of Liberal Arts, University of Texas at Austin, Austin, TX 78712,
USA

Author Benefits

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 36.1 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 3.6
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).

Recognition of Reviewers:
APC discount vouchers, optional signed peer review, and
reviewer names published annually in the journal.
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