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processes by which organic compounds and products
of prebiotic polymerization reactions can undergo self-
assembly into encapsulated systems. These systems
are referred to as protocells, and are capable of energy-
dependent polymerization processes, as well as growth
of their membranous boundaries. Such systems are now
at the cutting edge of current research, with a real
potential to become the first form of artificial life to be
demonstrated in the laboratory.
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Life (ISSN 2075-1729) is an international, peer-reviewed
open access journal that publishes scientific studies
related to fundamental themes in life sciences. Some
papers are published individually, while others are
submitted for inclusion in special issues with guest
editors. You are invited to contribute a research article,
essay, or a review to be considered for publication.
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