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Atherosclerosis underlies many cardiovascular
diseases, which are one of the leading causes of
morbidity and mortality in the world. Nevertheless, there
is still debate about what is the main cause of
atherosclerosis: accumulation of lipids or chronic
inflammation in the vascular wall. In recent years,
researchers have begun to assign a leading role in the
progression of this disease to inflammation.
Inflammation can alter the functionality of cells,
facilitating foam cell formation and apoptosis. Despite
this, in the classical view, modified LDL induces the
accumulation of intracellular cholesterol, which in turn
leads to a cellular pro-inflammatory response. However,
in the light of inflammatory theory, the reverse process
is most likely possible: pro-inflammatory cytokines are
triggers that promote the accumulation of cholesterol in
the cell, including when interacting with modified LDL.
Future research will be able to solve this problem. 
We kindly welcome original research papers or reviews
to contribute to this Special Issue of Life.
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Life (ISSN 2075-1729) is an international, peer-reviewed
open access journal that publishes scientific studies
related to fundamental themes in life sciences. Some
papers are published individually, while others are
submitted for inclusion in special issues with guest
editors. You are invited to contribute a research article,
essay, or a review to be considered for publication.
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