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Breast cancer is the most frequently diagnosed cancer
and the commonest cause of cancer death among
women, despite diagnostic and therapeutic advances in
the last few decades. Thanks to advances in breast
imaging, prevention campaigns, and public awareness,
breast cancer is mostly diagnosed at an early stage.
This translates into the possibility of applying “breast
conserving therapies”, resulting in very high 5-year
overall survival rates. Nevertheless, approximately 8.5%
of American and 4% of European patients still present
with locally advanced breast cancer, whereas 6-7%
have distant metastasis at diagnosis. In such a variable
scenario, the multidisciplinary calibration of therapeutic
protocols, based on recent advances in breast imaging,
breast conserving and reconstructive surgical
techniques, multipanel gene essays, and systemic
treatments (e.g., hormone therapy, poly-chemotherapy,
and molecular-targeted therapy), can lead to more
efficient local and systemic control of the disease. The
aim of this Special Issue is to provide a wide range of
the most recent diagnostic and therapeutic protocols in
breast cancer.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Life (ISSN 2075-1729) is an international, peer-reviewed
open access journal that publishes scientific studies
related to fundamental themes in life sciences. Some
papers are published individually, while others are
submitted for inclusion in special issues with guest
editors. You are invited to contribute a research article,
essay, or a review to be considered for publication.
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