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Hansen's disease, also known as leprosy, is a chronic
infectious disease primarily affecting the skin and
peripheral nerves. In the past, leprosy was considered a
highly contagious, devastating disease, but today, we
know that it is easily treatable and not easily spread.

The treatment of leprosy consists of a combination of
oral medications (MDT—multi-drug therapy) provided for
12 months. With this treatment, leprosy is curable and
patients become non-infectious after a single oral dose.
However, if left untreated or if treatment is delayed,
nerve impairment can result in irreversible damage to
the hands, feet and sight. This emphasizes the
importance of early and accurate diagnosis in order to
enable timely treatment. In addition to the medical
complications, stigma and psychological issues are still
the most challenging complications faced by our
patients. Failure to address these issues may further
reduce appropriate diagnosis and treatment.

Therefore, the purpose of this Special Issue is to raise
awareness of Hansen's disease among healthcare
professionals in order to limit the spread of the disease,
as well as improve patients' quality of life.
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Life (ISSN 2075-1729) is an international, peer-reviewed
open access journal that publishes scientific studies
related to fundamental themes in life sciences. Some
papers are published individually, while others are
submitted for inclusion in special issues with guest
editors. You are invited to contribute a research article,
essay, or a review to be considered for publication.
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