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Clinical diagnoses of obesity and Autism Spectrum
Disorders (ASD) are increasingly prevalent, with
incidence rates of 1 in 8 adults for obesity and 1 in 100
children for ASD. Interestingly, there is increased co-
morbidity between obesity and ASD, suggesting shared
etiological and neurobiological mechanisms. Given the
polygenic nature of these conditions, identifying risk
factors and aberrant neurobiological mechanisms
underlying obesity and ASD is challenging. Contributing
factors include environmental influences such as diet,
teratogen exposure, medication use during pregnancy,
epigenetic changes, and genetic predisposition. This
special issue will explore how these factors impact the
hypothalamus, cerebellum, frontal cortex, and other
brain areas implicated in obesity and ASD, as well as the
interplay between environmental, epigenetic, and
genetic factors. Contributions can focus on clinical or
animal models and should address neuroepigenetic
mechanisms and developmental aspects relevant to the
pathophysiology of obesity and/or ASD. Contributions
can be review papers and original full-length research
articles.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Life (ISSN 2075-1729) is an international, peer-reviewed
open access journal that publishes scientific studies
related to fundamental themes in life sciences. Some
papers are published individually, while others are
submitted for inclusion in special issues with guest
editors. You are invited to contribute a research article,
essay, or a review to be considered for publication.
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