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The aim of this Special Issue is to compile a set of
articles that reviews recent progress in the molecular
origins of life. In particular, we wish to solicit articles on
prebiotic chemistry that explore the non-biological
synthesis of the building blocks of life, focusing on the
chemical processes that could have led to the formation
of the first living organisms on Earth. We encourage
articles on how simple inorganic molecules, present on
early Earth, might have spontaneously combined and
organized into complex organic molecules, like amino
acids, nucleic acids, and lipids, and the chemical
pathways from these simple precursors to the self-
replicating systems that would eventually evolve into the
first cells. Articles can describe experiments,
computational models, and simulations of early Earth, its
formation, and evolution. Prebiotic chemistry on other
bodies in our solar systems is also relevant to this Issue.
Finally, with the discovery of exoplanets and the
potential to study of their atmospheres, articles on
potential biosignatures to detect life beyond our solar
system and the prospect of life evolving on other
planets are also welcomed.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Life (ISSN 2075-1729) is an international, peer-reviewed
open access journal that publishes scientific studies
related to fundamental themes in life sciences. Some
papers are published individually, while others are
submitted for inclusion in special issues with guest
editors. You are invited to contribute a research article,
essay, or a review to be considered for publication.
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