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The successful story of natural products in the discovery
and development of medicines is still being written and
forecasted to continue in the future. Not necessarily that
the final approved drug is a natural product, but in many
cases, it could also be a semi-synthetic compound, a
modified derivative, an analog of a natural product, or
even a purely synthetic compound that mimics a natural
product or inspired by a natural product. In principle,
natural products-based drug discovery design and
development comprise several steps that involve, but
are not limited to:
- Extraction, isolation, characterization, and biological
evaluation of natural products or metabolites.
- Design, synthesis, and evaluation of synthetic or semi-
synthetic derivative or analogs.
- Development of purely synthetic molecules that mimic
natural products.

In addition, natural products-based drug discovery
design and development encompass in vitro and/or in
silico study of molecular mechanisms and/or target
identification, development of synthetic routes to
access interesting bioactive natural products, and
several other related areas to drug discovery and
development.
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Life (ISSN 2075-1729) is an international, peer-reviewed
open access journal that publishes scientific studies
related to fundamental themes in life sciences. Some
papers are published individually, while others are
submitted for inclusion in special issues with guest
editors. You are invited to contribute a research article,
essay, or a review to be considered for publication.
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