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Leishmaniasis and Chagas disease (CD), caused by the
kinetoplastid protozoa Leishmania spp. and
Trypanosoma cruzi, respectively, are among the most
relevant Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTDs).

Leishmaniasis is endemic in more than 90 territories,
and an increasing number of non-endemic countries
also face imported cases. Besides, parasite
characterization contributes to improving surveillance
and disease control, allowing us to monitor the
geographical distribution of the strains, and their
epidemiological cycles and to detect outbreaks.

On the other hand, CD has gradually spread from Latin
America to the world and is now transmitted in non-
endemic countries. Early diagnosis and treatment are
essential in managing the infection. However, the wide
diversity of available diagnostic methods highlights the
need for a common and agreed strategy. The genetic
diversity of T. cruzi seems to play a key role in CD
diagnosis but taxonomic studies are hampered by the
lack of standardized molecular typing methods.

We are pleased to invite you to contribute to this Special
Issue focused on the diagnosis and genetic diversity of
these parasitic infections with original articles, reviews.
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Life (ISSN 2075-1729) is an international, peer-reviewed
open access journal that publishes scientific studies
related to fundamental themes in life sciences. Some
papers are published individually, while others are
submitted for inclusion in special issues with guest
editors. You are invited to contribute a research article,
essay, or a review to be considered for publication.
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