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Message from the Guest Editors

Dear Colleagues,

This Special Issue is dedicated to fetal life, a unique and
crucial event that affects postnatal life from birth to death.
Although most fetuses have an uneventful intrauterine life,
there are unfortunately cases of abnormal fetal
development and intrauterine events that dictate an
unfortunate postnatal life. Congenital malformations that
occur during embryogenesis are an excellent example of
intrauterine events disturbing normal life. Another example
of an adverse event is preterm delivery. This last
mentioned event is responsible for prematurity affecting
brain development and function. The most novel and
interesting concept affecting life is the concept of fetal
programing. It is clear today that the intrauterine
environment affects postnatal life. For example, maternal
starvation changes the genetic expression of the fetus
through epigenetic mechanisms affecting postnatal life for
generations.

We dedicated this edition to fetal life, describing normal
development and unfortunate events that affect postnatal
life.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Life (ISSN 2075-1729) is an international, peer-reviewed
open access journal that publishes scientific studies
related to fundamental themes in life sciences. Some
papers are published individually, while others are
submitted for inclusion in special issues with guest editors.
You are invited to contribute a research article, essay, or a
review to be considered for publication.
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