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Message from the Guest Editors

In 1944, Erwin Schrödinger published his seminal book
“What is life?” which inspired generations of biologists.
Despite amazing discoveries in biology (the DNA double
helix, the genetic code, whole genomes sequencing, the
structure of proteins, epigenetics...) we still struggle to
define exactly what life is. The 80th anniversary of
Schrödinger's essay seems to us the ideal time to ask the
question again, in light of today’s knowlege. This Special
Issue plans to give an overview of the most recent
advances in this research field as well as new
considerations in the definition of life. Potential topics
include, but are not limited to: The definition of life The
role of water in biological mechanisms; How living
organisms handle time constraints; Electrostatic potential
in biology; Quantum mechanisms in biology; Impact of
silent mutations in evolution; Intrinsically disordered
proteins, moonlighting proteins and their roles in biology;
New insights in the origin of life - astrobiology; Synthetic
biology; Are viruses alive?
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Life (ISSN 2075-1729) is an international, peer-reviewed
open access journal that publishes scientific studies
related to fundamental themes in life sciences. Some
papers are published individually, while others are
submitted for inclusion in special issues with guest editors.
You are invited to contribute a research article, essay, or a
review to be considered for publication.
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