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This Special Issue invites critical legal inquiries about
the normative, administrative and judicial obstacles
standing in the way of migrants’ and refugees’ rights
from the perspective of the Global Compact for Safe,
Orderly and Regular Migration and the Global Compact
for Refugees. The following four thematic clusters are
proposed: 1. The justiciability of the actionable
commitments under the Global Compacts for
Migration/Refugees before domestic courts as
threshold for the degree of judicial protection for
migrants and refugees; 2. How human rights treaties
and the Global Compacts are connected might matter
for the level of rights protection; 3. Externalized
migration policies and border management as a threat
for the regional scope of human rights and as a risk
factor for the rule of law; 4. Data-driven and evidence-
based migration policies, including digital technology as
facilitators for standardizing migration and asylum
decisions.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Laws is an international, open access journal featuring
rigorous scholarship on critical developments in
governance, courts, agencies, and social order. Analysis
and synthesis, theory and practice, and empirical and
doctrinal work have appeared in the journal;
contributions that bridge these traditional boundaries
are particularly welcome. The social sciences and
humanities generate insights both from and for the legal
system. While theory grounds Laws in a timeless
dialogue shaped by traditions of inquiry, legal practice
ensures that scholars are addressing pressing
problems. Both normative and positive scholarship can
aid policymakers, judges, and agency

officials. Laws brings together the work of theorists and
practitioners, and a diverse range of empirical
researchers, to promote the progress of foundational
legal norms.
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Rapid Publication:

manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 43 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 6.5
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).
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