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Message from the Guest Editor

Corruption and impunity continue to plague the best
efforts of activists to fight poverty and violations of basic
human rights. It is evident that international action is
needed. However, the precise nature of the required
response is unclear.

The Special Issue focuses on the strategy embodied in
the Anticorruption Protocol of the United Nations
Convention against Corruption (APUNCAC). APUNCAC
seeks to implement aggressive measures to fight
corruption and impunity, including United Nations
inspectors who would conduct independent
investigations into allegations of corruption, then hand
these cases to dedicated anticorruption courts
insulated from domestic interference and manipulation.

The Special Issue will contribute to scholarship in the
fields of anticorruption, international public law, the rule
of law, and international governance, with a focus on the
potential of international law as a social institution that
could be adapted to fight corruption and impunity.

For more information, including access to the text of
APUNCAC and related publications, please visit the
APUNCAC website: http://stopglobalcorruption.com
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Laws is an international, open access journal featuring
rigorous scholarship on critical developments in
governance, courts, agencies, and social order. Analysis
and synthesis, theory and practice, and empirical and
doctrinal work have appeared in the journal;
contributions that bridge these traditional boundaries
are particularly welcome. The social sciences and
humanities generate insights both from and for the legal
system. While theory grounds Laws in a timeless
dialogue shaped by traditions of inquiry, legal practice
ensures that scholars are addressing pressing
problems. Both normative and positive scholarship can
aid policymakers, judges, and agency

officials. Laws brings together the work of theorists and
practitioners, and a diverse range of empirical
researchers, to promote the progress of foundational
legal norms.
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Journal Rank:
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Rapid Publication:

manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 40 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 4.7
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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