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Message from the Guest Editors
Welcome to this Special Issue of Laws, “Understanding
and Overcoming Barriers to Access to Justice in the
Modern Era”. The importance of access to justice
cannot be overstated. Access to justice enables people
to have their voices heard and to exercise their legal
rights enshrined in constitutions, statutes, common law,
or international instruments. Access to justice is an
indispensable factor in promoting empowerment,
securing access to equal human dignity, and achieving
social and economic development. This Special Issue
will outline the importance of access to justice and
some international efforts in progress aimed at ensuring
that everyone has effective access to justice. It will also
explore some of the most significant factors that can
impact access to justice. In this Special Issue, original
research articles and reviews are welcome. Research
areas may include (but are not limited to): access to
justice, the use of artificial intelligence, disability,
national security and anti-terrorism, global health crises,
corruption, financial resources, and immigration law. We
look forward to receiving your contributions.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Laws is an international, open access journal featuring
rigorous scholarship on critical developments in
governance, courts, agencies, and social order. Analysis
and synthesis, theory and practice, and empirical and
doctrinal work have appeared in the journal;
contributions that bridge these traditional boundaries
are particularly welcome. The social sciences and
humanities generate insights both from and for the legal
system. While theory grounds Laws in a timeless
dialogue shaped by traditions of inquiry, legal practice
ensures that scholars are addressing pressing
problems. Both normative and positive scholarship can
aid policymakers, judges, and agency
officials. Laws brings together the work of theorists and
practitioners, and a diverse range of empirical
researchers, to promote the progress of foundational
legal norms.
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Author Benefits

High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, ESCI (Web of Science), RePEc,
vLex Justis, CanLII, Law Journal Library, and other
databases.

Journal Rank:
JCR - Q2 (Law) / CiteScore - Q1 (Law)

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 43 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 6.5
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).
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