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Message from the Guest Editor

Speaking about environmental legislation and energy
transition means to speak about the greatest challenges
humanity is currently facing. They must provide answers
to systemic crises that threaten civilisation. The term
systemic crisis was recently introduced by the OECD.
Such crises are characterised by the fact that they
usually have a global impact. They cannot be described
by linear cause-effect relationships. The consequences
of measures are not certain but can only be predicted
with a certain probability. Frequently, the catastrophic
effects are only recognised when they are no longer
reversible. For these reasons, such systemic risks are
regularly underestimated by politics and society. The
necessary regulatory measures are taken too late. This
is a situation that requires action by the international
community. What contribution can environmental
legislation make to overcome these crises? How should
the role of the European Union be described? What
measures are being taken to advance the energy
transition? This volume aims to provide an overview of
answers to these and other questions concerning
environmental and energy law.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Laws is an international, open access journal featuring
rigorous scholarship on critical developments in
governance, courts, agencies, and social order. Analysis
and synthesis, theory and practice, and empirical and
doctrinal work have appeared in the journal;
contributions that bridge these traditional boundaries
are particularly welcome. The social sciences and
humanities generate insights both from and for the legal
system. While theory grounds Laws in a timeless
dialogue shaped by traditions of inquiry, legal practice
ensures that scholars are addressing pressing
problems. Both normative and positive scholarship can
aid policymakers, judges, and agency

officials. Laws brings together the work of theorists and
practitioners, and a diverse range of empirical
researchers, to promote the progress of foundational
legal norms.
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High Visibility:

indexed within Scopus, ESCI (Web of Science), RePEc,
vLex Justis, CanLlIl, Law Journal Library, and other
databases.

Journal Rank:
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Rapid Publication:

manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 40 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 4.7
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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