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Message from the Guest Editors

This Special Issue will explore both the modeling of law—as
a tool to understand, criticize, and improve legal practice—
and modeling in law—as a way to understand the
phenomenology of legal practice, its normativity, and the
sources of legal disagreement. It will consider both current
research and policy making associated with models and
examine opportunities and risks associated with modeling.
For example, where and how is modeling useful, helpful,
and appropriate for research uses, for policy design, and
for legal analysis? What are the implications of models’
limits?

Possible topics include but are not limited to:

    Models of law, legal systems, and legal decision making,
examining legal practices and institutions from an external
or outside perspective. 
    Models of legal actors. How are human agents and
collectives implicitly or explicitly modeled within various
theoretical traditions? 
    Models used by legal actors within legal practices and
institutions. 

We look forward to receiving your contributions.
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Editor-in-Chief
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ACT 2617, Australia
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Laws is an international, open access journal featuring
rigorous scholarship on critical developments in
governance, courts, agencies, and social order. Analysis
and synthesis, theory and practice, and empirical and
doctrinal work have appeared in the journal; contributions
that bridge these traditional boundaries are particularly
welcome. The social sciences and humanities generate
insights both from and for the legal system. While theory
grounds Laws in a timeless dialogue shaped by traditions
of inquiry, legal practice ensures that scholars are
addressing pressing problems. Both normative and
positive scholarship can aid policymakers, judges, and
agency officials. Laws brings together the work of theorists
and practitioners, and a diverse range of empirical
researchers, to promote the progress of foundational legal
norms.
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