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Land is a life-supporting system which plays an
important role in human wellbeing. However, lands have
been continuously degraded as a result of
anthropogenic activities such as deforestation,
agriculture, mining and urbanisation. This degradation
has an impact on the different dimensions of
sustainable development (environmental, economic and
social) and contributes to the loss of productivity and
services provided by ecosystems (ecosystem services).
A person’s needs for the various types of ecosystem
services (ES) often vary, and are differ from those of
other people. Thus, if the use of one type of service is
maximised it can result in the decline in the provision of
other types of ES. The aim of the Special Issue is to
contribute to a greater understanding of:
- The complex relationships between land use and the

provision of multiple ES and how it can be
incorporated in natural resource management
decisions.

- Strategies that can be used to manage conflicts of
interest associated with different land uses.

- Ecosystem management strategies that can be used
to consider both the supply and demand sides in the
provision of ES.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Land is the only open access journal covering all
aspects of land science, and it is a pioneering platform
for publishing on land system science. Our editorial
board is comprised of eminent scholars. We publish
high quality research on societally relevant, emerging
and innovative topics and results in land system
research. It is now one of the top land journals with a
significant impact factor, and has a goal to become the
best journal in land in the coming years. I strongly
recommend Land for your best research publications for
a fast dissemination of your research.
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